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Each Office is Independently Owned and Operated.

Summit Sister’s Jam! 
The Cats

March 31st  | 7pm! Rock’n till 10pm

CALLING ALL MOUNTAIN HOMEOWNERS
YOU’RE INVITED!

Homeowner Spring Seminar | April 5th,  6pm
Join us at Skyland Church, 25100 Skyland Rd, Los Gatos

Local market update • Homeowner’s insurance • Hear from our Lender • You tell us!

What do you want to know more about?   
Tips how to prepare for sale?

Cutting back trees? Opening up your view?
Let us know, scan the QR code or go to:

3bd, 2ba 2030sf± | Breathtaking Sweeping Monterey Views Upon Entry! Huge Balcony, Updated Interiors

3bd, 2ba 2560sf± | Desirable Neighborhood, Privacy, Pool & Cabana, Usable Land, Updated Interiors

COMING SOON

4bd, 4.5ba 5200sf± | Exquisite Tudor, Gated Privacy, 1200sf± Great Room, 6-Car Gar., Views to Monterey Bay

PREPARING FOR MARKET

We hope you have a fun and safe Saint Patricks day!
May the Luck o’ the Irish be with you now and always!

LosGatosMountainRealEstate.com/music-events

WE WANT TO HEAR FROM YOU



 

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material 
presented herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, 
sale or withdrawal may be made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

Lisa Sgarlato
Transitions Made Easy  
408.396.7231  
lisa.sgarlato@compass.com | LisaSgarlato.com | DRE 01342694

18065  
LaVerne  
Drive  
Los Gatos  
Mountains

$1,050,000 | 18065LaVerneDrive.com  
2 Bed | 1 Bath + Studio | 980 Sq Ft

Beautifully updated home with guest unit! Amazing attention 
to detail in a country setting in sought-after Redwood Estates 
Community.  Formal grand entry, open concept, abundance of 
windows and skylights offering lots of natural light. Charming living 
room with a free-standing wood stove. Gourmet kitchen features 
a spacious center island with breakfast bar, granite countertop, 
custom cabinets with soft closing drawers, stainless steel appliances 
including refrigerator and double oven/gas range and a large 
dining area and a slider opening to the deck. Two bedrooms and 
one full bath. Indoor laundry room with washer and dryer. Trex 
deck with views of the grounds and redwoods. Steps, path, and 
stepping stones lead to the guest house as well as the hot tub and 
the garden area. Ample parking. Just blocks from village center 
near, cafe, store, post office, pool and playground, Great commute 
location, 10 min to Los Gatos, Best LG schools, Lexington Elementary, 
Fisher Middle, Los Gatos High. Co-listed with Georgia Howard.
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For late-breaking news,  
calendar, and classified ads, visit

mountainnetworknews.com.
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Articles

We invite individuals and organizations to submit 
letters and articles. Email mnnews@comcast.net, 
or mail to MNN, 23625 Skyview Terrace, Los 
Gatos, CA 95033-9212. For information, call Neil 
Wiley (408-353-1901). We reserve the right to edit 
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Circulation
More than 4000 homes and businesses

in the Santa Cruz Mountains

The Swan
Photographed at Lexington Reservoir

by Mercury Freedom

The Calm After the Storm

The swan

Can we be…

So calm?

So graceful?

After the rains

After the broken roads

After the fallen trees

No power

No phones

No internet

Trapped

Cold

Worried

Be a swan

Arch your neck

Just float

It will soon be spring!



  SCOTT

GREEN
408.761.2092

Serving the Santa Cruz 
Mountains since 1985

Mountain Resident  
for 55 years

• Mudslide cleanup

• Standing and fallen tree removal 
and cleanup

• Dumpster service –  debris cleanup 
and hauling

• Tractor work – loader/excavator 
and scraper for road grading  
and repair

• Culvert and ditch cleaning

• Brush chipping

• Slide tarping

• Sand bag delivery
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eventsevents
Pippa’s Mountain House Concert

Master Fiddler Kevin Burke
Phillippa Siersema

Kevin Burke returns to our mountains for 
an evening of music, stories, and laughter.

Kevin is an Irish Master Fiddler 
considered here and in Ireland as one of the 
finest living Irish fiddlers.

In 1972, Kevin met legendary Arlo 
Guthrie in Ireland. Guthrie was so 
impressed he invited Kevin to Los Angeles 
to accompany him on an album he was 
recording. Over the years, Kevin was a 
member of the Bothy Band. Later, he was 
a founding member of the band Patrick 
Street. An album that Kevin recorded in 
the late ’70s in Ireland, If The Cap Fits, is 
acclaimed to be the most innovative and 
influential fiddle recordings ever played.

In 2002, Kevin was awarded a National 
Heritage Fellowship from the National 
Endowment for the Arts, the highest honor 
given in the United States.

Join us on Saturday, March 4, at Pippa’s 
home on Summit Road near Mountain 
Bible Church. Come at 6 p.m. for the 
optional potluck, or be there for music at 7 
p.m. For information or reservations, email 
pippasiersema@yahoo.com (preferred), or 
call 408-529-5610.
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Theatre in the Mountains

Strike Up the Band!
Kiyoko Whiteside

Rehearsals are underway for our next 
production, The Music Man, Jr. This classic 
musical just closed on Broadway, but you 
can catch it on the mountain Friday, May 
5, through Sunday, May 7, at the Loma 
Prieta Community Center main stage. The 
performance will feature third- through 
eighth-grade performers, led by last 
season’s Seussical, Jr. artistic team. Tickets 
will be available to purchase at our website, 
www.theatreinthemountains.org, in April. 

We thank everyone who came out to see 
our production of Pirates! The Musical in 
February. We had 28 first-time performers 
on stage after a whirlwind four-week 
rehearsal period. Thanks to our volunteer 
parent producers, Zoila Mauseth and 
Vanessa Perry, and production coordinator 
Jennifer Daniher. 

Theatre in the Mountains is looking 
for volunteers. If you would like to get 
involved, we need help with marketing, 
set building/painting, and costumes for 
The Music Man, Jr. We will also be filling 
some empty board seats in the next year. 
If you are interested in helping, email us 
at theatreinthemountains@gmail.com. 

Alfred Hitchcock Festival
World-famous director Alfred Hitchcock 

lived on a 200-acre estate in Scotts Valley 
from 1940 to 1974. Read more about his 
life in the Santa Cruz Mountains in this 
issue of the Mountain Network News, on 
page 8. 

You can also learn more at the Alfred 
Hitchcock Festival. This festival will be 
held on Friday and Saturday, March 
10 and 11, at the Scotts Valley Cultural 
and Performing Arts Center, 251 Kings 
Village Road, in Scotts Valley. For more 
information, visit svctheaterguild.org/
hitchcock-festival.

Friday, March 10

6 p.m. – Doors open with a ribbon cutting, 
featuring Hitchcock’s granddaughter Tere 
Carrubba, Scotts Valley Mayor Jack Dilles, 
and an Alfred Hitchcock impersonator.
6:30 p.m. – Carrubba and Jay Topping, 
historian with the Scotts Valley Historical 
Society, will share memories and local 
Hitchcock history
7:30 p.m. – Film screening: Shadow of a 
Doubt

Saturday, March 11

2 p.m. – Film screening:Vertigo
4:30 p.m. – Panel discussion with UCSC 
cinematography professors, Shelly 
Stamp and Logan Walker, discussing 
Hitchcock’s history as a director and 
the two films we screened. Audience 
participation welcome.
5:30 p.m. – Dinner break
7 p.m. – Costume contest, with prizes 
offered for the best costumes depicting 
Hitchcock and his films. 

Presented by the 
Scotts Valley Community Theater Guild
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communitycommunity
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~ RESERVE NOW ~

for Spring
and Summer 

private events.

The Hitchcocks 
in Santa Cruz County

Jay Topping
Alfred Hitchcock and his wife Alma were 

a force of nature in the motion-picture 
industry in England. It wasn’t long before 
Hollywood beckoned the Hitchcocks 
to come stateside. After moving to the 
United Sates from England in 1939, they 
settled into a rental house owned by Carol 
Lombard. Almost immediately, Alfred and 
Alma started looking for property that 
would allow them to escape the pressures 
of the film industry. During the filming of 
the movie Rebecca, Alfred expressed to film 
star Joan Fontaine’s parents that he was 
interested in looking for land and growing 
his own wine grapes. They suggested 
looking in the Vine Hill district of the Santa 
Cruz Mountains. 

In September 1940, the Hitchcocks 
purchased the 200-acre estate known as 
Heart o’ the Mountains. It had been the 
property of the Cornwall family. It was 
secluded, with beautiful views of the 
Monterey Bay. The main house was a 
5000-square-foot building in the Monterey 

Spanish style, with white plastered walls 
and red-tiled roof. The home also featured 
many side patios and flower gardens with 
a beautiful tiled 12-foot-square mosaic by 
Georges Braque. It included a farmhouse, 
complete with animals and a farmer. Huge 
vineyards surrounded the house below. 
There was a tennis court, citrus trees, and a 
rose garden. 

The years in Scotts Valley, from 1940 
to 1970, were happy times for the family. 
The children and grandchildren have fond 
memories. So did the celebrities that Alfred 
and Alma would invite to stay at their 
retreat. Stars of stage and screen, including 
Ingrid Bergman, Cary Grant, James 
Stewart, Kim Novak, and Grace Kelly, were 
visitors. Actor and pilot Robert Cummings 
loved to fly into Skypark airport for a 
weekend getaway. Alfred and Alma enjoyed 
the company of Princess Grace when she 
married the Prince of Monaco.

Even though Alfred and family kept a low 
profile in Scotts Valley, that didn’t mean that 
they were not involved. They worked with 
local landscape architect Roy Rydell, who 
designed the gardens at the Pacific Garden 

Mall in Santa Cruz. They also employed 
many people in construction projects, 
housekeeping, and grounds keeping. Many 
locals have pleasant memories of working at 
the estate. 

Restaurant owners have recounted their 
memories of the Hitchcocks. They visited 
The Old Danish Inn in Scotts Valley many 
times. Gilda’s on the wharf, the Palomar Inn 
Downtown, and Adolph’s were Hitchcock’s 
favorites. 

He also loved to visit the United Cigar 
store on Pacific Avenue, where he got the 
Hollywood newspapers and his favorite 
cigars.

We also have personal stories of 
locals. They give us some insight into 
Alfred’s personality, both comedic and 
heartwarming. Neighbors knew when the 
Hitchcocks were at their getaway, so they 
respected their privacy. Hitchcock also liked 
to walk his dogs on the beach in Santa Cruz. 

Hitchcock made many movies from his 
Northern California compound. As the years 
went by, it became harder for the couple to 
make the trip. Sadly, when they were away, 
the house was burglarized. Finally, they 
decided to sell their beloved Scotts Valley 
residence. Their daughter Pat said it wasn’t 
easy to let go of the home. On April 21, 
1980, Alfred passed away peacefully in his 
sleep. Alma passed on July 6, 1982. They left 
a legacy of wonderful movies and television 
shows.

In 1974, a young local artist, James 
Scoppettone, bought the Hitchcock 
property, but that is another story.
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Stetson Road

A new Firewise USA Site
Rosanna Kennedy

In December, Stetson Road achieved 
national Firewise USA-recognized site 
status. Stetson Road is a community of 25 
single-family homes, located in Santa Cruz 
County just off Soquel-San Jose Road. It 
proved to be a very simple process, and 
there are many benefits to our homes and 
neighborhood beyond fire prevention.  

There are six steps to the Firewise USA 
recognition process: form a steering 
committee, complete a wildfire-risk 
assessment of the neighborhood, create 
an action plan for the neighborhood to 
work on, conduct an education event with 
the neighbors, and meet the minimum 
investment for community hours or dollars 
spent on fire-prevention measures. Submit 
an online application through the Firewise 
USA portal to pull it all together.

There are numerous resources that help. 
First and foremost, we worked with Lynn 
Sestak and Sally Mack, two extremely 
responsive and knowledgeable local 
representatives of FireSafe Council of Santa 
Cruz County, who coached us through 
the process. There is a large amount of 
educational information on the Firewise 
USA portal to work with. We did not have 

to go it alone or start from scratch.
Many of the fire-prevention measures are 

also beneficial for other challenges that can 
face our neighborhood. Better address signs 
in front of our houses help fire crews and 
medical personnel to arrive quickly during 
an emergency. Improved communication 
between neighbors helps during rainstorms 
and mudslides. Trimming trees and brush 
away from property structures for reduced 
fire risk also helps reduce the number of 
falling branches during winter storms. 
Finally, working together to get Firewise 
USA-recognized helped our neighbors get to 
know each other better.  

Consider getting your neighborhood 
Firewise USA-recognized. You will have 

plenty of resources to get you through the 
process. Your community will be better 
prepared in case of a fire, and your efforts 
will benefit your neighborhood in many 
ways above and beyond fire prevention.  

If you have any questions, or would like to 
learn more about Firewise USA recognition 
for your 95033 community (in either Santa 
Clara or Santa Cruz county), email  info@
FireSafeSantaCruzCounty.org.

You can find additional information at 
https://www.firesafesantacruz.org/firewise-
usa-recognition-program  and  https://www.
nfpa.org/Public-Education/Fire-causes-and-
risks/Wildfire/Firewise-USA.
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ANN SCHERER
DRE 01490826

408.483.2156
MIKE SCHERER

DRE 01224636
408.353.6453

DANA JUNCKER
DRE 02057447

408.828.3909
www.MountainMike.com

23111 Santa Cruz Highway 17 • Los Gatos 95033

CRUZ
PROPERTIES

AT THE SUMMIT

Check our Reviews on 
Google and Yelp VETERAN

OWNED BUSINESS
Vietnam
Veteran

• Full Service or Fee Based
• The Market is Changing
• Optimize the appearance and value of your property
• Resources for contractors, hauling, cleaning, etc.

We’re Only 10 Minutes AwayWe’re Only 10 Minutes Away

communitycommunity
Santa Clara County

District Five News
Office of County Supervisor 

Joe Simitian
For 20 years, Silicon Valley Reads has 

brought Santa Clara County together 
to take part in the shared experience of 
reading. The program brings folks together 
to have interesting and thought-provoking 
conversations and first-hand experiences 
tied to the themes of the selected books, 

whether virtually or in-person.
This year is no different. The theme, 

“Journey to New Beginnings,” can be 
explored in three book selections: There, 
There, a novel about Native Americans in 
Oakland by Tommy Orange; The Second 
Life of Mirielle West, a novel by Amanda 
Skenendore based on the true story of 
America’s only leper colony; and What the 
Fireflies Knew, a coming-of-age story by 
Kai Harris.

At the Santa Clara County Board of 
Supervisors January meeting, Joe Simitian 
recognized Silicon Valley Reads for the work 
they have done supporting community 
through reading over the past 20 years. Joe 
serves on the county library board. As we 
each look for ways to re-engage in a post-
pandemic world, Silicon Valley Reads offers 
a host of opportunities for readers of all ages.

Mountain residents are encouraged to 
attend any one of the many free events 
slated for March, including author talks, 
book clubs, art/music events, community 
activities, arts and crafts, movies, and more. 
For a comprehensive list of events, visit 
siliconvalleyreads.org/events.     

Congratulations to Silicon Valley Reads 
for keeping our reading culture strong and 
thriving.

Newts Cross a Killing Zone
Jim Scholfield

Human activities worldwide are putting 
survival pressures on many species of plants 
and animals. Newts, a local amphibian 
species, are a typical example. Near 
Lexington Reservoir, newts are run over by 
motor vehicles on a four-mile stretch where 
adults mate, lay eggs in the lake, and hatch 
their babies. 

The juveniles make their way back to the 
woods the next rainy day. They cross Alma 
Bridge Road on the east side of the reservoir 
during their yearly migration from October 
to May. Many die.
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otherwise harmless newts, wash your hands 
before and after carrying one across a road.

In 2017, Anne Parsons began 
documenting our local newt crisis. Her work 
has been carried on by Merav Vonshak, 
Ph.D., and the Newt Patrol, which I joined 
in 2022. 

An app, iNaturalist, is an incredible 
citizen-scientist photographic data set that 
documents the death toll. It is not pretty. 
The carnage along the four studied miles 
of Alma Bridge Road averages 5000 dead 
newts per year. Since the Newt Patrol 
only walks the road once a week for a few 
months, this is an undercount.  

Also, we only have broad estimates of 
how many newts successfully cross back 
and forth. I found it difficult scraping 
200 flattened newts off the road for every 

live one we helped cross the road on our 
morning walks. Some studies have estimated 
mortality of 39 percent. It is predicted that 
our local newt population will be decimated 
in 10 to 15 years.  

The Alma Bridge Road Newt Passage 
Project is dedicated to saving these 
creatures. We are supported by many 
volunteers and major stakeholders: 
Midpeninsula Open Space District, Santa 
Clara County, and AECOM. We are 
involving experts in animal over-and-
under crossing structures, parks and roads 
representatives, and community groups, 
such as the Los Gatos Rowing Club. Safer 
newt crossings on Alma Bridge Road will 
help sustain local newt populations.  

This article uses information previously 
published in the media and scientific 
papers. I’ve presented only a very condensed 
and paraphrased form.  

Meetings are ongoing. Find out how you 
can support this local cause. To be involved 
in the the Newt Patrol, email meravvon@
gmail.com.

Jim Scholfield is a mountain resident, 
member of the Newt Patrol, 

member of Los Gatos Rowing Club, 
docent at the California Academy of 

Sciences, and an amateur photographer.

The California newt is the primary 
victim in our area. They are mostly 
nocturnal. Playing an integral role in our 
local ecosystem, they eat small invertebrates 
such as bugs and worms. In turn, they are 
preyed upon mostly as eggs and larvae by 
fish, small mammals, birds, and snakes.  

They have been described as an indicator 
species of a thriving ecosystem, but they 
are not defenseless. Their skin contains a 
toxin closely related to puffer fish toxin 
(tetrodotoxin) and can be very dangerous if 
eaten. The orange belly is a warning.  Some 
animals have learned to eat only certain 
parts, but it took eons for our local garter 
snakes to evolve tolerance. If you handle 

This California Giant Salamander was 
spotted near Bear Creek Road

Why Go 
Solar?
Skip the power outages. 
Help the environment.
Start SAVING today! 

David Morgan
Regional Sales Manager 

Your local solar consultant in the Santa Cruz Mountains

(408) 348-5781 | dmorgan@simplysolar.com



LEARN MORE
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A swan among ducks
 on Lexington Reservoir

Photos by Mercury Freedom
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Love in a Pink Spiral
Bruce Sudweeks

A few days before 
Valentine’s Day. I came 
across a pair of Cockerell’s 
Dorid Nudibranchs (Limacia 
Cockerelli) mating and laying 
eggs in the water off San 
Carlos Beach in Monterey. 

I felt awful intruding on 
their romantic encounter. 
Most local sea slugs lay eggs 
in a ribbon configuration. 
As far as I know, only two 
Monterey Bay sea slug 
species lay their eggs in a 
spiral pattern. Even more 
unique, this nudibranch lays 
spiral eggs in the color pink. 

The eggs will hatch in 17 
days if the water temperature 
is 50-55 degrees Fahrenheit 
(which is pretty typical for 
the Monterey Bay year-
round). When the little 
nudies hatch, they enter 
a life-cycle stage called 
veligers, a term I learned 
when researching these 
beautiful creatures who live 
in our local waters. 

After the rains, 
ducks returned to Idylwild Pond

Photo by Cathy Weselby
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Scenes from the coast
(Clockwise, from top)

Remembering Cement Ship

The Capitola Wharf

Natural Bridges at sunset

Photos by Bruce Fournier
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Dark days

Photo by Jenifer Seal-Cramer

Find us on Facebook!

Open Every Day

9 a.m. to 9 p.m. 

20121 Broadway Road
Redwood Estates, CA

Just 1/4 mile off  
Highway 17

(408) 353-1212

REDWOOD 
STORE

Post Office

Redwood Estates/
Holy City Exit

Restaurant

THE REDWOOD ESTATES STOREREDWOOD ESTATES STORE
…in beautiful downtown Redwood Estates!

E B T  C A R D S  N O W  A C C E P T E D

Come check out our unique mountain store!  
With an ever-revolving craft beer selection as well  
as wines and liquors, a cornucopia of ice creams, a 
plethora of kombuchas, gourmet coffee, and all the 

basic staples, you’re sure to find what you need!

“What good is the warmth of “What good is the warmth of 
summer, without the cold of  summer, without the cold of  
winter to give it sweetness?”winter to give it sweetness?”

— John Steinbeck— John Steinbeck

Moon in the mist

Photo by Mercury Freedom
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ON-GOING CLASSES AND MEETINGS

Mondays
Alcoholics Anonymous meets at 
Skyland Church, 8 p.m.

Tuesdays
Qi-gong classes, 8:45 to 10 a.m. at 
Skyland Church. Call 831-247-5617. 

Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Email altesta@gmail.com or 
text 650-465-8513.

Town walking group meets at 9:30 
a.m., at the Adult Recreation Center, 
123 Main Street in Los Gatos.

Wednesdays
Tai chi for beginners is held from 11:30 
a.m. to 12:30 p.m. at the Los Gatos 
Recreation Center.

Thursdays
Loma Prieta Amateur Radio Club 
meets the first Thursday of the month 
at 7 p.m. at the Burrell CDF station on 
Highland Way.

Pilates mat class, 7 to 8 p.m., via 
Zoom. Email altesta@gmail.com or 
text 650-465-8513.

Yoga at the Redwood Estates 
Pavilion, 10:15 to 11:30 a.m. Visit 
pamsyogafitness.com for details.

Integral yoga at Lakeside School (held 
online currently), 6:30 to 8 p.m. Visit 
www.lgsrecreation.org.

Alcoholics Anonymous, Redwood 
Estates Pavilion, 7:30 p.m. 

Saturdays
Summit Toastmasters 95033, 
meets on Zoom, from 9:30 to 10:30 
a.m. For more information, visit 
https://summittoastmasters95033.
toastmastersclubs.org, or call Laur 
d'Armien, 408-634-3493.

Get the word out!

Do you have a local event
you want published in the 
Mountain Network News?

 
Email mnnnews@comcast.net

SPECIAL EVENTS

Friday, March 3
Learn to mix, knead, braid, and bake 
fluffy Challah, or ‘egg bread.’ Includes 
a light lunch and drinks. Participants 
will leave with their own ready-to-bake 
product and recipe. Proceeds benefit 
the Lakeside School Community 
Foundation. More information 
at https://www.lakesidescf.org/
experience-events.

Saturday, March 4
Building Blocks Preschool community 
playdate for families with young 
children, from 10 a.m. to noon, at 
23845 Summit Road.

Irish Master Fiddler Kevin Burke 
performs at a house concert. Optional 
potluck at 6 p.m., music begins at 7 
p.m. For information or reservations, 
email pippasiersema@yahoo.com.

Saturday, March 11
Building Blocks Wine and Dine 
fundraiser, noon to 5 p.m., at Wrights 
Station Winery, 24250 Loma Prieta 
Avenue.

The Alfred 
Hitchcock 
Festival is at the 
Scotts Valley 
Cultural and 
Performing 
Arts Center, 
251 Kings 
Village Road, 
beginning at 
2 p.m. Find 
out more at 
svctheaterguild.org/hitchcock-festival.

Tuesday, March 14
Lexington School hosts an 
informational event open to the public, 
from 6 to 7 p.m. 

Saturday, March 18
Goodwill donation drive is at the 
parking lot at C.T. English Middle 
School, 23800 Summit Road, from 9 
a.m. to 2 p.m.

Sunday, March 19
Free dog training demo/Q&A 
session, certified trainer. Stop leash 
pulling, lunging, and barking when 
approaching other dogs.1-2 p.m. Email 
valerie.trofin@exprealty.com.

Thursday March 22
The Bookmobile visits the mountains:
Lakeside School, 9:45 a.m.
Building Blocks Preschool,12:15 to 

12:45 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Redwood Estates Pavillion, 4:15 to 

5:15 p.m.  

Thursday, April 20. 
Loma Prieta Elementary School hosts 
a kindergarten tour for new families, 
beginning at 9 a.m. 

Saturday, April 29
Lakeside School Community 
Foundation holds its annual live 
auction and gala, from 6 to 10 
p.m. More information is at www.
lakesidescf.org.

Thursday March 8
The Bookmobile visits the mountains:
Lakeside School, 9:45 a.m.
Building Blocks Preschool,12:15 to 

12:45 p.m. and 2:30 to 3:45 p.m.
Redwood Estates Pavillion, 4:15 to 

5:15 p.m.  

Friday, March 10
The Alfred Hitchcock Festival is at the 
Scotts Valley Cultural and Performing 
Arts Center, 251 Kings Village Road, 
beginning at 6 p.m. More information 
is at svctheaterguild.org/hitchcock-
festival.
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Urban Hiking

Exploring Los Gatos
Neil Wiley

When I was invited to hike with a group 
exploring Los Gatos, it didn’t sound 
appealing. Hard pavement. Lots of people. 
Traffic. Where was the nature? The quiet? 
The solitude? I had met many of these men 
and women at monthly dinners. They were 
friendly, but some were almost as old as me.

 Would we be taking a short walk to a 
breakfast café? Perhaps some light shopping? 
The only thing that worried me was the cold. 
I was wearing three layers for protection.

We met in a nice warm room at the Los 
Gatos Adult Recreation Center for a few 
minutes, then our leader took us out in the 
cold at exactly 9:30 a.m. Instead of leading 
us to a nice, warm library, he took us behind 
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the center and pointed up. We would be 
climbing up to five dead-end roads.

The climbs were not bad, but I soon 
realized I was wearing too many layers. I 
saw many road signs, most that I didn’t 
remember, including Central, Oakhill, 
West Central, Prospect, and College. 
Behind the Novitiate, we walked a 
beautiful trail along a sunny, grass-covered 
ridge, and then a nice, easy downhill on 
College where we saw several interesting 
trees, some strange structures, a few pieces 
of unusual backyard art, and the intrepid 
unicyclist who rides here every day.

It was good. I hope to take more urban 
hikes. For more information, you can visit 
the Adult Recreation Center, 123 East 
Main Street in Los Gatos, email info@
lgsrecreation.org, or call 408-354-8700.
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Barbara Taylor
Mountain 0rchardist

Ann Wahlenmeier
As we shared a cup of tea and a piece of the 

best lemon meringue pie I have had since 
my mother last made me one 20 years ago, 
Barbara Taylor talked about her life in the 
mountains.

The Taylor Ranch, which lies along 
Summit Road halfway between Highway 
17 and the Summit Store, has long been a 
stopping point for fruit lovers. Created by 
Bob Taylor in the early 1940s, the ranch 
encompasses approximately 16 acres. He 
brought his mother, father, and sister to the 
ranch, building them a Victorian house on 
the property. Bob, who was in his 30s at 
the time and still single, had not a clue that 
there was a young lady, half his age, who 
would steal his heart away.

Barbara Taylor is a petite, quiet, slender 
blond who at the age of 20 so captivated 
Bob Taylor that he married her. Barbara, 
who was raised in Los Gatos as the daughter 
of a baker (the Polly Prim Bakery), moved 
to the Santa Cruz Mountains while still 

in her teens. Her parents moved into the 
house on the property next to Marge and 
John Cassel on Old Santa Cruz Highway. 
Barbara’s grandmother, who lived with her 
family, was an avid gardener and Barbara 
acquired her love of the outdoors from 
helping her.

An older gentleman often walked by 
the house on his way to Holy City and 
would engage Barbara’s grandmother 
in conversation. Soon, the gentleman 
and grandmother were sharing tea. 
While the gentleman may have had an 
eye for Barbara’s grandmother, he was 
more interested in Barbara, but not for 
himself. The gentleman was Bob Taylor’s 
father, and he thought Barbara would be 
the perfect wife for his son.

Mr. Taylor arranged for Barbara and Bob 
to meet. On their first date, Bob took her 
fishing at Soquel Creek. On their second 
date, Bob took her fishing at Soquel Creek. 
This time he took cooking equipment so 
they could picnic on the fish he caught. 

The summer of 1948 was filled with 
similar adventures. Bob introduced Barbara 
to the Santa Cruz Mountains. She fell 
in love, not only with Bob, but with the 
mountains. Bob built her a home on his 
ranch with the help of his best friend, Bill 
Mancarti, who lives on Laurel Road.

For the next 45 years, Bob and Barbara 
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worked the ranch, raising prunes, cherries, 
apples, and pears for market. They pruned, 
picked, and packed fruit. They never had 
children. Together they would hike, fish, and 
hunt. Trips to town were only once every 
two weeks and only for staples, as they raised 
most of their food. Dairy products came 
from the Schmidt Ranch, which we know 
as Villa Del Monte. Barbara remembers the 
milk bottles being almost half full of cream. 
Life was idyllic but not perfect.

Barbara’s indomitable spirit has been 
tested. There were two major fires, one in 
1961 and the Lexington Fire in 1985. 

Then came the 1989 earthquake. The 
ranch didn’t always fare well, and Barbara 
sometimes worked downtown for a doctor’s 
office. 

The severest test was dealing with 
Bob’s terminal illness. Bob died in 1992 
of Parkinson’s disease. He was 84. They 
became aware something was wrong ten 
years before. Parkinson’s Disease affects the 
nervous system slowly, eroding the synapses 
that relay messages to the rest of the body. 
Parkinson’s often is hand-in-hand with 
Alzheimer’s disease. Bob suffered from 
both. The years were difficult for Barbara, 
as the softening of her already quiet voice 
indicates when she speaks of Bob’s illness. 
Death of a close friend or relative makes one 
understand that life is precious. 

SCOTT GREEN
408.761.2092 

scott.green@compass.com
ScottGreenRealtor.com 

DRE 01913176

Thinking of Selling?
Oftentimes a lot of preparation is needed to bring  
a home to market. In addition to a network of 
service providers for various home needs, I have a 
crew on staff that can help with property clean up 
and defensible space. I will provide one free 20 yard 
dumpster for clean up and debris removal  
(Additional available at a reduced cost).

54 Year Lifelong Mountain Resident

Retired from 29 Years in the Fire Service

Defensible Space Consultant

SCOTT GREEN

Compass is a real estate broker licensed by the State of California and abides by Equal Housing Opportunity laws. License Numbers 01079009 and 01272467. All material presented 
herein is intended for informational purposes only and is compiled from sources deemed reliable but has not been verified. Changes in price, condition, sale or withdrawal may be 
made without notice. No statement is made as to accuracy of any description. All measurements and square footage are approximate.  

Selling the Santa Cruz Mountains Lifestyle

Barbara feels there is so much to do and be 
and see in this world. She wants to explore 
as much of it as she can. Unflappable, she 
wants to resume her backpacking expeditions, 
something she put on hold while Bob was ill. 
Barbara thinks nothing of backpacking for 
10 days or three weeks at a time in Yosemite, 
Los Padres, or the Marble Mountains. She 
carries about 30 pounds of weight in her pack. 
She says she is looking for someone to share 
another trip.

She is a bird watcher, and a volunteer at the 
Mountain Bible Church school. She is also an 
active member of the Seventh Day Adventist 
Church in Los Gatos, a church Barbara has 
been attending since she was three years old. 

She participates in a single’s club at the 
church. She openly admits she’d like to marry 
again. It’s clear the man she finds will have to 
share many of her passions.

She feels that children spend so much 
time with sports, television, and clubs that 
they have little time left for exploring the 
environment around them. She would like to 
introduce children to the exploration of the 
Indian bedrock mortar in the area. It would 
require finding and cataloguing, a perfect 
endeavor for the school children or a scout 
group.

It was Barbara Taylor who undertook the 
responsibility for the clean-up of Rattlesnake 
Gulch, about five miles down Highland Way. 

She watched the Gulch become a trash 
pit. She contacted the Pelican Lumber 
Company, owner of the property, and 
obtained 1000 trash bags. She convinced 
the county to supply four dump trucks, set 
a date, and asked for volunteers to help. 
She got them. Four of the volunteers, the 
first to arrive and the last to leave, were 
men who had contributed to the mess in 
the first place.

Over the years, some changes on the 
mountain have saddened Barbara. The 
calm serenity of the ’40s and ’50s is gone. 
She no longer looks out her window or 
up from her gardens with excitement 
at a passing car. Cars were far and few 
between in those days, and one wondered 
who was visiting. Trips downtown, once 
a bimonthly event, are done daily or even 
more frequently. 

The freedom to walk and hike anywhere 
on the mountain is curtailed by property 
rights and regulations, but Barbara still 
feels the sense of community spirit brought 
about by commonalties— the store, 
schools, and local churches. 

She grows quiet as she thinks about 
her mountain community and the life it 
has given her. Then she returns with that 
indomitable spirit and joie de vive. There 
still is so much to do, be, and see.
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Obituary

Barbara Taylor Mason
1927-2023

Roger Mason
Barbara Ann Taylor Mason passed away 

unexpectedly on January 16, at the age of 
95. She was active up until days before her 
death. Some of her family was at her side.

Barbara was born on May 20, 1927, in 
San Jose, to Andrew and Cherrie Jacobson. 
She grew up with her sister Dee in Los 
Gatos, where their family owned and 
managed Polly Prim Bakery on Santa Cruz 
Avenue. 

Barbara met and married Bob Taylor, a 
mountain fruit grower, in 1949. She lived 
most of her life on the Taylor Ranch in the 
Summit area. She was a true pioneer woman 
who helped build the Summit community.

She grew beautiful flower and vegetable 
gardens around the house that Bob had 

built for her as a wedding gift. She helped 
neighbors start their own gardens around 
their houses. Bob also helped neighbors 
grow and care for their fruit trees. Both 
were always there to help their neighbors.

Barbara was an amazing artist who 
captured Santa Cruz Mountain pioneer 
buildings, orchards, flowers, and sunsets 
with her artistic abilities. Many of her 
friends in the Summit community own 
her beautiful paintings.

She loved local history. For many years, 
she would join Marlene Wiley, who led 
history tours and other meetings for the 
Mountain History Study Group. In recent 
years, Barbara continued her interest in 
history events and tours in the Summit 
area. She also enjoyed reading articles in 
the Mountain Network News. 

Her husband Bob became ill and passed 
away in 1992, leaving Barbara to care for 
Taylor Ranch. Close friends (Barbers, 
Hughes, Meslohs, Hagedorns, and others) 
helped Barbara on the ranch during Bob’s 
illness and after. For many years, she 

Roger Mason's hayrake on Stetson Road
Original art by Barbara Taylor for Marlene Wiley

managed the ranch and found good help from 
the Cosentino and Zepeda families.

After years of being alone, in 2004, Barbara 
married Phil Mason, a home builder in the 
Summit area whose wife Marjorie had passed 
in 1980. Phil was also a pioneer. His family 
settled in the Santa Cruz Mountains in the 
1800s. 

Barbara and Phil lived on the Mason 
property on Stetson Road until 2015, when 
Phil passed away. Barbara then moved to 
Calistoga to be near her sister Dee. After Dee 
passed away, Barbara remained there with the 
rest of Dee’s family. 

Barbara frequently returned to the Summit 
area to visit with the Mason family and her 
many mountain friends. She always stopped 
at the Taylor Ranch where she walked a mile 
or more around the property that she loved. 
The Summit community will not be the same 
without her.

A memorial was held in January at the 
Seventh Day Adventist Campground 
reception hall in Soquel. Many attended the 
beautiful celebration of her life, remembering 
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Patti Hughes owns this original watercolor by Barbara Taylor

her with many memorable stories.
Barbara is survived by her sister Dee 

Morris’s family, and her second husband 
Phil Mason’s family. Barbara and Bob did 
not have children, but Barbara adopted 
a large family when she married Phil, 
including five children, 13 grandchildren, 
30 great-grandchildren, and four great-
great-grandchildren. 

Friends, family, and many neighbors will 
dearly miss Barbara.

Mountain Women Lead
Kathy McKinney

LPJUSD board members Charlotte 
Boisvert-Khandelwal and Denise Ramón 
Herrera attended a Santa Clara County 
Office of Education workshop in January 
for new board members. Theresa Bond, 
who served on the board of Lakeside Joint 
School District for a decade, and now sits 
on the board of Los Gatos-Saratoga High 
School District, was a panelist. 

From left: 
Charlotte Boisvert-Khandelwal,

Theresa Bond, 
and Denise Ramón Herrera

Theresa shared, “I advocate for women 
and strongly believe Ruth Bader-Ginsburg’s 
decree that we need to be in all places where 
decisions are made.”

Thank you, ladies, for stepping up to take 
leadership roles in our community.
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Lakeside School News

Kathy McKinney
To celebrate the Lunar New Year, our 

younger students created a Chinese-
style dragon. The students observed and 
discussed patterns in art class. Then they 
created their own patterns on sections of 
paper plates, cut them out, and combined 
them to create the scales of the dragon. The 
dragon was displayed during our morning 
flag salute to mark the Lunar New Year.  

In our celebration of Black History 
Month, we focused on the history of the 
continent of Africa. Our students and staff 
enjoyed a Tam Tam Sacree Drums school 
assembly, featuring Abdoulaye Diallo 
and his team of drummers presenting a 
traditional West African (Senegalese) drum 
performance. The group works to promote a 
positive understanding of African culture in 
the Northern California region. 

February was full of books and reading. 
In early February, students and parents 
purchased books at our book fair. Later in 
the month, our students participated in the 
annual read-a-thon, a weeklong celebration 
of reading that helps raise money for the 
Lakeside School Community Foundation. 
Parent Amanda Demers organized author 
talks in all our classrooms. Award-winning 
author Emma Bland-Smith brought the 
story of Journey, the most famous wolf of 
the west, to life for the first- and second-
grade classroom. Lindsay Lackey, author of 
the award-winning novel All the Impossible 

Things, brought a writer’s workshop to 
the fourth- and fifth-grade classroom. In 
March, Joy Steuerwald will join the TK/
kindergarten class for a read-a-loud of 
her book The Peculiar Pig, a story that 
expresses that differences aren’t bad. 
Heather Alexander will be Zooming 
into the third-grade classroom for a class 
discussion on what it means to be a writer. 

As part of Lakeside’s science lessons 
on chemistry and life sciences, 
students have been extracting DNA 
from strawberries. This provides students 
the chance to see and touch clumps of 
DNA, and learn to use scientific tools 
like pipettes and graduated cylinders.  
Students of all ages enjoyed mashing 
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up strawberries, water, salt, and soap to 
break up the cell walls, and then filtering 
the solution into falcon tubes. After adding 
isopropyl alcohol, children spooled clumps 
of DNA onto bamboo skewer. Thanks to 
parent Dara Goodheart, a biochemist who 
helped lead the project. 

Our classrooms were full of activity on the 
hundredth day of school. Students made 
trail mix using 10 pieces each of snacks, 

Fourth-grade Lakeside student Abigayle 
Cameron wrote this poem about

 the January storms

Surviving the Storm
Abigayle Cameron

No one would have known
That the wind was going to howl

And the creek was gonna roar
Or that roads were gonna close

For some school was out
Trees fell, power was gone

Candles and lanterns gave us light
Some had a generator to power their home

Finally school was open
Whoo for the parents, boo hoo for the kids

Creeks I had never seen appeared

More than 32 trillion gallons hit California 
with a blow

Thankfully we survived the atmospheric 
river

And forever on we will go

created displays of 100 items, played a 100 
cup stacking challenge, and made hats with 
100 items glued on. Some staff members 
dressed the part as 100-year-olds. Our 
students enjoyed being “100 days smarter” 
than they were at the beginning of the year.

Photos by Elizabeth Greer, 
Cheyenne Sharkey, Ashley Agrillo, 

and Cari Forbord
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Loma Public Education Fund

Supporting Education at Loma 
Prieta and C.T. English

Lydia Harville
The Loma Public Education Fund believes 

that education is the basis of opportunity. 
Our mission is to ensure that each child in 
our schools has access to a curriculum that 
enables them to grow, thrive, and respond 
to future opportunities. We are committed 
to raising funds for educational programs at 
Loma Prieta Elementary and C.T. English 
Middle schools. 

Supporting Spanish. Wendy Grant-
Richards, also known as Señora Grant-
Richards, teaches Spanish to seventh- and 
eighth-grade students at C.T. English. 
Scientists have long known that learning 
a second language benefits children’s 
brain development. Dr. Nina Kraus 
at Northwestern University notes that 
“Bilingualism serves as enrichment for the 
brain and has real consequences when it 
comes to executive function, specifically 
attention and working memory.” 

Senora Grant-Richards shares her passion 
for teaching language. She shared, “I am 
extremely proud of our Spanish program 
at C.T. English. Many students choose to 
participate in these classes and successfully 
transition to Spanish 2 in high school.

 “Starting to learn a second language in 
the early-adolescent window of opportunity 
makes the curriculum accessible to all 
students, and opens the pathway for some 
incredible opportunities like AP Spanish 
and a Biliteral Diploma at Los Gatos High 
School. The cognitive growth helps with all 
languages, and leads to an understanding 
of diverse ways of thinking and enhanced 
memory. 

“Furthermore, this real-world skill allows 
students to communicate with Spanish 
speakers both here and around the world. I 
am so lucky to teach something that I have 
a real passion for in my own community.  
I have a deep appreciation for everyone 

who supports Spanish in our local middle 
school.” 

Supporting art. Art is another incredible 
asset for children’s development, having 
been shown to assist in the development of 
the right side of the brain. Additionally, art 
supports creativity, self-expression, and fine-
motor skill development. We are fortunate 
to have Helen O’Dea’s wonderful art 
program, which was expanded to include 
Loma Prieta Elementary in the current 
school year. If you want to see more of the 
children’s fantastic artwork, follow Helen 
on her Instagram page, @ms.od_art.   

Helen shared, “I have enjoyed teaching 
art at CTE for eight years. This year we 
expanded art to Loma Elementary School. 
I enjoy the range of age groups from 
kindergarten to eighth grade. We create a 
variety of art, 2D and 3D art, design, and 
craft. Most of our inspiration comes from 
our mountain environment. Currently, I 

am growing the ceramic program at both 
schools. My goal for the students is to leave 
the art room feeling capable, creative, and 
original. The kids are happily engaged in the 
process of making art and feel pride in their 
accomplishments.” 

Developmental and support programs. 
Fab41, Project Cornerstone, and the 
Mountain Families System support our 
schools. Param Matharu, who is passionate 
about helping our students succeed 
and thrive, shared why these support 
systems are so beneficial:

“Loma Prieta Elementary School and C.T. 
English Middle School continue to support 
our student community through our FAB 
41 program. Fab 41 ensures deliberate 
attention and focus on 41 developmental 
assets as defined by the Search Institute and 
are defined as the supports and strengths 
that young people need to succeed.” 

For more information on the 
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developmental assets, visit: https://
www.search-institute.org/our-research/
development-assets/developmental-assets-
framework/.

We nurture these developmental assets 
through many programs, including Project 
Cornerstone (that seeks to strengthen 
families, neighborhoods, schools, and 
communities), sports, music and band, 
extracurricular activities, class buddies, 
positive-behavior intervention and support, 
and our Mountain Families System. Our 
staff is committed to support our children 
with programs developed intentionally 
to support the overarching goal of raising 
children who thrive.

The new Mountain Families System 
connects students in every grade level 
with staff members from every area across 
our district. Each “family” is named 
after a mountain peak in our Santa Cruz 
Mountain range. Students are awarded 
points for demonstrating positive behavior, 
participating in sports, band, or plays, and 
for meeting their goals. Several “family” 
events brought our families together 
to form more connections between the 
students and staff, while creating a sense 
of belonging through activities and 
competitions.

Param says, “I love the FAB 41 program 
because it ensures that our students are 
recognized and supported across all assets. 
I have seen connections grow and blossom 
between students and staff that would 
otherwise not have happened. It is a joy 
to see a first grader refer to a friend in 
seventh grade who they got to know in their 
“family.”

Why does this matter? Because our 
children matter. Thank you, Loma and 
C.T. English, for nurturing our children to 
become thriving members of our mountain 
community. As they say — it takes a 
mountain.” 

Loma Prieta Joint Union School District

Learn More About our Schools
Charlotte Khandelwal

It seems as if the rain just stopped, and yet 
spring is here. As the seasons change, our 
schools prepare for the upcoming school 
year. These plans may impact your child. 
If you are new to the area or have a child 
approaching school age, here are some 
upcoming events and enrollment details. 
Parents whose children will move into 
our middle school won’t want to miss our 
orientation details and open house. 

This year, we will hold a kindergarten 
tour for incoming families on Thursday, 
April 20. The tour will start at 9 a.m. This 
is a great way to see our classroom facilities, 
new playground, and the rest of the school 
while meeting other kindergarten parents. 
Childcare for younger siblings, if needed, 
will be provided by our onsite daycare 
center, Kids & Co. Email b.frieri@loma.
k12.ca.us in advance to request a spot for 
your child.

Is your child moving from Loma Prieta 
Elementary or Lakeside School to C.T. 
English Middle School next year? Incoming 
sixth-grade parent orientation will 
happen on Tuesday, May 23, at 6 p.m.  If 
you have a seventh-grader new to C.T. 
English in the fall, you are welcome, also. 
This will help with the transition to middle 
school.

Another opportunity to see our schools, 
and  meet staff and other parents, is to join 
us at our annual open house. This night 
boasts the largest attendance of the year. 
Student work will be displayed, and you can 
learn about tours and next year’s classrooms 
and projects. 

Open House for Loma Elementary and 
C.T. English Middle School will be on 
Thursday, May 25. Loma’s Open House 
will be from 6 to 8 p.m., beginning in 
Loma Prieta's outdoor amphitheater. C.T. 
English’s Open House will be from 6:30 to 
8 p.m., beginning in the courtyard.

Do you have a child eligible to enter 
kindergarten this fall? The Loma Prieta 
School District online registration portal 
for the 23-24 school year is now open. 
All new students entering kindergarten 
through eighth grade for the 23-24 school 
year are welcome to submit an online 
enrollment. To submit the online portion, 
visit the Loma Prieta website at https://
www.loma.k12.ca.us. 

We also need some hard copies of certain 
documents. Your child’s registration will 
be complete when the online submission 
and the additional required hard copies are 
submitted. 

If you have any questions or concerns, 
email our registrar, Julie Bourque, at j.
bourque@loma.k12.ca.us. 
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Lexington School News

Jason Deppong
Lexington celebrated the Lunar New Year 

with an exciting assembly. Fei Teng Kung 
Fu Academy kicked it off with a live lion 
dance. Live music played while the lion 
moved through the audience. Lunch helper 
Ms. Tran explained that Vietnam celebrates 
the year of the cat, whereas China 
celebrates the rabbit. Students and parents 
explained the history of the celebration. 
The Home and School Club passed out red 
envelopes with “Lucky Money” to students. 
Parents led activities such as lantern and 
paper firecracker making, and Chinese 
character writing. 

Lexington teachers held an information 
night open to everyone in the community. 
Parents visited classrooms to learn different 
aspects of our IB Primary Years Program. 
Following the workshops, teachers and 
parents went to Hapa’s Brewery downtown 
for more informal discussions about 
Lexington’s program, and to socialize.

On Tuesday, March 14, from 6 to 
7 p.m., Lexington will host another 
informational event open to the public. 

Lexington will continue as the Los Gatos 
School District transitional-kindergarten 
“hub” for the 2023-2024 school year. If 
you are interested in learning about our 
TK program, which also follows the IB 
Early Years framework, join us for a brief 
presentation by principal Jason Deppong 
and IB PYP coordinator Kristin Johnson, 

followed by a question-and-answer session.
Mathnasium of Los Gatos led another 

Lexington Family Math Night, including a 
special session for our TK students. Fisher 
Middle School student volunteers led math 
games and activities. HSC organized a food 
truck to make it extra fun. We enjoyed 
seeing so much enthusiasm for math.

Lexington participated in its first Global 
Play Day, an annual event held at schools 
around the world. Students brought in toys, 
games, and various materials from home 
(if they could carry it to school on their 
own). Only electronics were not allowed. It 
was a rainy day, but students brought rain 
gear, umbrellas, and changes of clothes. 
Students could roam anywhere on campus, 

so they mixed with other students, visited 
classrooms, and played. Students played 
hockey, frolicked in puddles, built umbrella 
forts, and played board games. The adults 
stood back and watched the students use 
their imaginations. We will do this again 
next year.

The United Nations has designated 
February 21 as “International Mother 
Language Day.” We learned there are 
many languages in the world that are 
endangered, so we hope to combat that 
by becoming multilingual. We invited 
students to demonstrate their multilingual 
skills. Students read The Three Little Pigs 
in multiple languages. We heard Polish, 
Ukrainian, and Tagalog, just to name a 
few. Students also sang It’s A Small World in 
Mandarin, Spanish, and Korean. Spanish 
teacher Maestra Alison, and a few third-
graders, quizzed the audience on different 
Spanish words. At lunch, parents helped 
students write Valentine’s Day cards in 
different languages. 

As Californians, we understand the power 
of earthquakes. One of our Lexington 
families from Turkey has friends and family 
directly impacted by the Turkey-Syria 
earthquake. Within 48 hours, Lexington 
families donated items that were transported 
to Turkey on behalf of the Turkish embassy. 
We hope our donations help some of the 
many people in Turkey impacted by this 
devastating event. Lexington is a very caring 
community, so it wasn’t surprising to see 
how quickly we responded.

Photos by Jason Deppong, 
Barbara Lougée, and Nitze Dormady
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Los Gatos-Saratoga High School

High School News
Tanya De La Cruz

The Los Gatos-Saratoga Union High 
School District mailed out our first 
biannual community brochure in January. 
The brochure was mailed to every home 
within our district boundaries. It highlights 
our new board members, state test scores, 
wellness centers, and Measure E bond 
projects. Look for our next mailer in June.

Annameekee Hesik, an English teacher 
and basketball coach at Los Gatos High 
School, has been selected as the Positive 
Cultural Identity award recipient for the 
2023 YMCA Project Cornerstone’s Asset 
Champion Awards. Annameekee will be 
honored at the in-person breakfast in March 
at the Santa Clara Convention Center.

Chosen for helping young people feel 
supported, comfortable, and proud of their 
identity, Annameekee is a celebrated role 
model who aims to make her classroom a 
welcoming and safe environment for all 
learners. When Annameekee was looking 

for books to bring into her classroom 
library, she looked for books that would 
be representative of her LGBTQ students 
and show students how to appreciate and 
be proud of their cultural and personal 
identities. When she couldn’t find the 
specific books she wanted, she wrote them 
herself by creating The You Know Who Girls 

Annameekee Hesik

series, which has a diverse cast and focuses 
on one high school student’s journey of 
coming out and finding her joy along the 
way.

Saratoga High School junior Grant 
Hough has been awarded second place for 
the 2022 Congressional App Challenge for 
the 18th Congressional District with his 
entry, SpeakEasy. Grant competed against 
middle-and high-school entries throughout 
Santa Clara, San Mateo, and Santa Cruz 
counties. 

Grant’s app, SpeakEasy, is a personal 
digital-writing assistant that detects 
potentially offensive content in real-time 
and suggests alternative wording that can 
be easily and instantly adopted into a user’s 
text. Grant shares that his creation was 
intended for our diverse and often divided 
world where unintended offenses can lead 
to serious consequences. By implementing 
research-proven methodology and three 
world-class artificial-intelligence engines, 
SpeakEasy can also be added as a Chrome 
browser extension so people can use it on 
platforms such as Gmail and Google Docs.

In February, LGSUHSD partnered  
with the town of Los Gatos and the Los 
Gatos Union School District to bring a 
virtual workshop to the community titled, 
“Preventing Underage Drinking by Promoting 
Healthy Norms.” Open to everyone, this 
workshop was part of a proven framework 
for increasing healthy attitudes and 
behaviors across 
a wide range of 
issues, including 
youth alcohol 
use. Scan this QR 
code to access a 
recording of the 
training.
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EXCAVATION

C.STILLE EXCAVATION 
ifyoucandreamitwecandigit.com 
408-781-2731 Lic#620755

MASON TRACTOR GRADING & 
EXCAVATING. Give us a call. We’ll 
move the earth for you. Lic#870450 
office 408-353-2836 cell 408-761-0794 

CUNNINGHAM TRACTOR. For all your 
earth-moving needs. Providing quality dirt 
work for mountain residences. Kevin 408-
515-1871. www.cunninghamtractor.com  
lic# 1000058

HANDYMAN

HANDY DAVE. Home Repairs,
Assembly, Carpentry, Electrical, Deck
& Fence, Plumbing. Handy-Dave.com
Email: dave@handy-dave.com
Text: (408) 314-7645
 
ROGER’S REPAIRS. Electric, plumbing, 
fences, gates, decks, painting, etc. Safe, 
honest work. References. Since 1979. 
650-996-2959

RETIRED GENERAL CONTRACTOR. 
Call or text Peter. 408-761-1016
 

HAULING

BEST HAULING. Daily dump runs. 
650-996-2959

HAULING. 20 yard Dumpsters. You 
load or our crew can load for you. 
Debris, concrete, metal recycling, dirt, 
construction debris hauling. Brush 
chipping is also available. Property 
clean ups. Quarry and landscape 
supply delivery. 408-353-2867

HOUSING RENTALS

CABIN RV TINY HOME $910-$2200
Cabin: $2200, RV/Tiny Home $910-$1,010
408-353-9200, Relax@LupinLodge.com

ACCOUNTING AND
OFFICE SERVICES

QUICKBOOKS SPECIALIST, 
Affordable rates. Mountain Resident. 
www.CarlaNespole.com 408-497-7570

ANIMAL CARE

SARA’S ANIMAL CARE & HOUSE-
SITTING. All animals, horses too. Rea-
sonable rates, ref. provided. 408-656-9479

PURRFECT PET CARE. Mtn Resident. 
Reliable care for all of your animals. 
Sandi Greenhill, 408-348-5771

DEB’S PET CARE. Since 1989. 
Summit Resident. Daily visits, quality 
time, tailored to your pet’s needs. 
Insured. Deb Arneson 831-331-1992 

CLEANING

MARIEL'S SUPER CLEANING 
Cleaning services. Adriana Alvarez 
669-225-832

PERSONAL HOUSEKEEPING. 
Flexible, Honest, Dependable, Experienced. 
Call Debbie 408-828-9133.

CONSULTANTS

DIVORCE CONSULTANT: Low-cost 
mediation, legal info. 408-887-6395

CONTRACTORS

SUMMIT DECK DOCTOR: Deck 
Refinishing, Repair and Build. 
Lic#928487. Rupert 408 353 DECK 
(3325). 20 years in business.

DOORS, WINDOWS AND MORE. Licensed 
and bonded. Years of experience. bruce@
doorswindowsandmore.com, 408-472-4478, 
831-476-8044

MD CONSTRUCTION. General 
contractor Lic # B959305 specializing 
in home improvements—bathroom and 
kitchen remodel/updates, new deck 
construction and refinishing, old deck 
repairs, and full room additions. For a 
free design consultation and estimate, 
call Mick Dudas at cell 408-691-2028, 
or email  mickdudas8@gmail.com.

PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE 
Design. Build. Cultivate. 
www.pacmthort.com. #582726

EDUCATION

MATH & PHYSICS TUTOR: 
text Igor 925-354-5599

ELECTRICAL

BINGO ELECTRIC provides electrical 
generator transfer switches, trouble-
shooting, installations, and repairs. Call 
Daniel at 408-214-0775. Lic# 1076855. 
Licensed. Bonded. Insured. Veteran 
owned and operated.

Get the word out.

Run a classified ad in the
Mountain Network News

for only $9 a line.

Email your ad to
mnnews@comcast.net.
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LAND CLEARING

SERNA'S LAND CLEARING AND 
HAULING. Land clearing and fire 
breaks. Brush and poison oak removal. 
Debris clean-up and hauling. Chipping 
and firewood. Mulching tractors. Fecon 
equipment. Call 831-227-6373 (cell). 
Home 408-353-1990

LAND CLEARING. Fire clearance and 
defensible space clearing. Large and small 
lot clearing. Brush grinder/masticator 
attached to tractor, large brush chipper for 
brush eradication. Experienced crew for 
any size job. 29 years of fire experience 
provides you the most professional advice 
and results to improve your property. 408-
353-2867

LANDSCAPING

PACIFIC MT. HORTICULTURE
Design. Build. Cultivate. 
www.pacmthort.com. #582726

MEMBRENO LANDSCAPING Patios, 
Fencing, Retaining walls, Cleanups, and 
Hauling. Email Jose103183@hotmail.
com, or call 831-359-7968.

RTJ LANDSCAPING. Free estimates. 
License 9750. Residential and 
commercial. See our website: RTJ 
Landscaping.com. Call 831-254-4652. 

MILLING

OUT OF THE WOODS is a licensed timber 
operator. We can tackle almost any 
milling  job, including tree removal/felling, 
decking, stickering/stacking, kiln drying, 
and surfacing. With 5 portable mills we 
have the right equipment to produce the 
best possible lumber for your specific 
needs. LTO# A012109 redwood.wiki. Call 
or text 831-818-2260.

MUSIC

PIANO TUNING & REPAIR. Serving 
the Mountain Community since 1975. 
American Piano Service. 408-393-0124. 
www.piano-tuning.biz

MUSIC TEACHER: Piano, Voice, Guitar 
Winds. lorna.kohler@gmail.com
 
PIANO LESSONS near Summit and 17. 
aspowerz@gmail.com

NOTARY PUBLIC

MOBILE OR IN OUR OFFICE. Cruz 
Mobile Notary Service. Ann and Mike 
Scherer. Ann 408-483-2156. Mike 
408-353-6453

PAINTING

LICKETY-SPLIT PAINTING. 
Mountain resident. Interiors, exteriors, 
residential, commercial, neat, clean, 
responsible, high quality, low rates 
since 1994. Lic#693617. Robert, 408-
265-0564

PRESCHOOL

VILLA DEL MONTE MONTESSORI 
PRESCHOOL  650-793-4520
www.villadelmontemontessori.com

PEST CONTROL

ARELIABLEPESTCONTROL.COM. 
408-559-7378. Licensed, Bonded, and 
Insured. Free Estimates. Rats, Ants, 
Spiders, Yellowjackets, Wasps, Gophers

ROOFING

ROYCE’S ROOFING, SPECIALIZING 
IN ROOF REPAIRS AND REROOFS. 
Can your roof use some TLC? Maybe 
a new roof? Gutters or roof cleaned? 
Schedule your free est. Lic# 890941. 
Exp. Since 1993. 408-353-6115

ROOF, GUTTER, DOWNSPOUTS 
CLEANED. 650-996-2959

WATER

WATER LEVEL MEASUREMENT. See 
your water tank level on your phone or 
computer anytime. Notifications + API. 
408-835-3828, www.HydriQ.net

First, you.
After that,
real estate.
ROOM makes all the difference.

roomrealestate.com 
(831) 234-6683
DRE# 01431948
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PERMIT NO. 7313

CARRIER ROUTED

1005 MARTY RD
1 BEDS | 1 BATH | +/-1,487 SF |  +/-2.1 AC

Price Upon Request
COMING SOON

400 EAGLE ROAD
4 BEDS | 3 BATH | +/-2,123 SF |  +/-5.37 AC

OFFERED AT $1,675,000
ACTIVE

1326 JOPLIN DRIVE #3
2 BEDS | 1 BATH | +/-903 SF

OFFERED AT $569,000
PENDING

24505 MOUNTAIN CHARLIE ROAD
4 BEDS | 3 BATH | +/-3,599 SF |  +/-22.27 AC + ADU

Price Upon Request
COMING SOON

JILL COLE, NANCY COLE & MICHAEL RIESE

with Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage are Independent Contractor Sales Associates and are not employees of Coldwell Banker Realty, Coldwell Banker Residential Brokerage or NRT LLC. CalBRE License # 01908304.

 info@cole-riese.com

JILL & NANCY COLE
408.219.3416

DRE 01489680 |  00621248 

MICHAEL RIESE
408.781.7692

DRE 01366625

Reach out and set up a time to discuss your real estate needs.
It would be our honor to assist you! 

COLDWELL BANKER REALTY 410 N Santa Cruz Ave.  Los Gatos,  CA 95030

FULL SERVICE ACROSS
ALL PRICE POINTS

#1 Large Team Coldwell Banker Los Gatos
serving the mountain community

and surrounding areas

Michael .r iese@cbnorcal .comJil l@team-cole.com

2023


